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A Season of Gratitude
As we enter this season of Thanksgiving, Union Power is thankful for you, our members.  

During a year of unforeseen challenges, all of us worked 
together in many different ways to exhibit the spirit of 
cooperation and concern for the community, two of the core 
principles that guide us and set us apart from other types of 
utilities and businesses. 

We’ve made numerous adjustments to programs and 
operations to maintain business continuity while staying 
focused on the bigger mission of helping our members 
during this turbulent time. 

We’re grateful for your contributions to programs like 
Power Bucks where donations from generous members like 
you help make a difference in our community by gifting 
power to those in need.

We’re also grateful for the commitment you have 
shown to the future of our co-op by voting for our board 
of directors and attending our annual meeting, even as we 
shifted to a virtual format.

As a community-led cooperative, our mission is to build a 
brighter future for the people, businesses, and communities 
we serve. We are grateful for the opportunity to serve you, 
and we couldn’t achieve our mission without your support. 

 � Our offices will be closed 
Nov. 26  - 27. 
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Students Lead the Way at 
Electric Cooperative Youth Tour
What do 1,800 high school students, our nation’s capital, and 
electric cooperatives have in common? The Electric Cooperative 
Youth Tour, of course! Union Power is looking for the next 
generation of leaders to lead the way at next year’s Youth Tour in 
Washington, D.C. from June 20-26. 

While in D.C., participants will 
have a chance to meet with North 
Carolina elected officials and discuss 
the important issues back home, learn 
about the cooperative business model, 
visit historic monuments, memorials, 
and a variety of Smithsonian museums. 
Without a doubt, Youth Tour has 
grown into an invaluable program that 
gives young leaders an experience that 
will stay with them for the rest of their 
lives. 

N.C. Co-ops 
Vote:
Election Day is 
Tuesday, Nov. 3

This year’s Election Day will be held 
Tuesday, Nov. 3. North Carolina voters 
will have the opportunity to vote 
for president, governor, members of 
Congress and state legislators, and 
other races. 

In recognition of the importance of 
making your voice heard at the polls, 
North Carolina’s electric cooperatives 
have launched N.C. Co-ops Vote, a non-
partisan effort to provide relevant 
information to co-op members and 
encourage them to vote. Like N.C. 
Co-ops Vote on Facebook, follow us 
on Twitter using @NCCoopsVote, and 
search the hashtags #NCCoopsVote 
and #CoopsVote to learn more. 

Voters are also encouraged to visit 
the North Carolina State Board of 
Elections at vt.ncsbe.gov/RegLkup 
before Election Day to check voter 
registration details, find their Election 
Day polling place, and view election 
districts and a sample ballot (when 
available), among other information.

Youth Tour delegates will be selected based on the completion of an application, 
short essay, and interview. Applications are due by Dec. 31 and available online at 
union-power.com. 
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’Tis the Season for Energy Savings

W
ith the holidays almost upon us and with lots 
of shopping and decorating to do, cutting 
costs and energy savings where possible 

should be at the top of your wish list, too. Union Power 
now offers a new tool, the Holiday Lighting Calculator, to 
help members save on energy costs this holiday season. 

The Holiday Lighting Calculator helps to determine 
monthly energy costs from converting your traditional 
incandescent Christmas lights to LED bulbs — calculating 
savings based on the number of strings used and the total 
hours used per day. With this new tool, members can make 
smart energy decisions while shopping for Christmas lights, 
reduce the energy impacts on their electricity bills, and 
brighten their holiday celebrations. 

In addition to using our Holiday Lighting 
Calculator, you might consider the following 
tips: 

 � Limit Light Time. Put your lights on a timer. Few 
holiday-goers are out and about during the wee hours of 
the morning. Be sure to use a durable Christmas lights 
timer that can withstand the elements. Install it in a 
place that is easy to access so you can make changes as 
the days get even shorter. 

 � Choose Energy-Efficient Lights. You might consider 
going LED. Though a bit pricier than traditional 
Christmas lights due to a more complicated 

manufacturing process, they use 80-90% less energy 
than incandescent bulbs and have a longer lifespan. 

 � Shorten the Season. Consider when you put your lights 
up. Many people keep their lights up for well over a 
month, but each household is different. Take a look at 
your budget to decide what time frame works for you – 
putting them up a week later than usual and taking them 
down by New Year’s may be the way to go. 
Visit union-power.com to access our Holiday Lighting 

Calculator for extra holiday energy savings!

Looking for ways to give thanks or 
spread a little holiday cheer?
Give the gift of power by donating Power Bucks; it is sure to 
brighten someone’s day! Power Bucks allow you to purchase 
kilowatt-hours of electricity for any Union Power member 
in need. Call 704-289-3145 to speak with a customer service 
representative (CSR) who will apply the Power Bucks credit to 
the member’s account of your choice. The member’s next bill 
will show a credit for the amount of Power Bucks purchased.
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Plan for Your Future: Apply for 
a College Scholarship today!
Calling all high school seniors! Need help paying for college? 
Planning for your future just got a little easier – Union Power 
is now accepting college scholarship applications. 

This school year, we will award 10 $1,000 scholarships to 
high school seniors attending a North Carolina accredited 
university or community college. 

Guidelines
 � Student must be the child of a Union Power Cooperative 

member or reside in a household served by Union Power.

 � The applicant must be a high school senior in the current 
graduating class.

 � Criteria for awarding the scholarship to an individual is 
based on 40% need, 30% scholastic achievement, and 30% 
extracurricular activities in school, civic, and community 
functions.

Applications will be accepted until Mar. 19, 2021.

Visit us at union-power.com for more information and to 
apply today!

Honoring Our Veterans
Every year on Nov. 11, Americans honor the millions of active-duty 
and former service members across the nation during parades, 
speeches, and solemn ceremonies offering our nation’s appreciation. 
While only one day of the year is dedicated solely to honoring veterans, 
we must never forget their dedication and the sacrifices they make to 
defend our country and protect our freedoms every day. 

Union Power honors those who have served or are currently serving 
as members of the United States Armed Forces. We salute you and 
extend our sincere gratitude to veterans who’ve served so selflessly 
and courageously.

In honor of the Veterans Day Holiday, our offices will be closed on 
Wednesday, Nov. 11. 
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Ah, the kitchen. It’s undeniably one of the most-loved rooms in our homes, especially during the 
holidays. It’s where we gather with family and friends for our favorite meals and memories. But like 
most of us, you probably aren’t thinking about saving energy when you’re planning that perfect dish. 
Here are four ways you can save energy in the kitchen with minimal effort. 

When possible, cook with smaller appliances. Using 
smaller kitchen appliances, like slow cookers, toaster ovens, 
and convection ovens are more energy-efficient than using 
your large stove or oven. According to the Department of 
Energy, a toaster or convection oven uses one-third to one-
half as much energy as a full-sized oven. 

 � Unplug appliances that draw phantom energy load.  
Halloween may be over, but it’s possible you have energy 
vampires in your kitchen – these are the appliances 
that draw energy even when they’re not in use, like 
coffee makers, microwaves, and toaster ovens. The 
Department of Energy has estimated that one home’s 
energy vampires left plugged in year-round can add up 
to $100-$200 in wasted energy costs. Unplug them when 
they’re not in use, or, better yet, use a power strip for 
convenient control.  

 � Help large appliances work less.  
There are small ways you can help your larger kitchen 
appliances run more efficiently. For example, keep range-
top burners clean from spills and fallen foods so they’ll 
reflect heat better. When it’s time to put leftovers in the 
refrigerator, make sure the food is covered and allow it to 
cool down first. That way, the fridge doesn’t have to work 
harder to cool warm food. 

 � Use your dishwasher efficiently.  
Only run full loads, and avoid using the “rinse hold” 
function on your machine for just a few dirty dishes; it 
uses 3-7 gallons of hot water. You can also save energy 
by letting your dishes air dry. If your dishwasher doesn’t 
have an automatic air-dry switch, turn it off after the 
final rinse and prop the door open so the dishes will dry 
faster.

Bonus tip:
The best way to save energy is not to use it. Try a tasty, no-bake dessert recipe for your next holiday celebration. Your sweet 
tooth (and energy bill) will thank you!

By slightly adjusting a few of your habits in the kitchen, you’ll be well on your way to energy savings this season!

Four Ways to Save 
Energy in the Kitchen 



F NOVEMBER 2020 Union Power Cooperative



Union Power Cooperative NOVEMBER 2020  G

ELECTRICAL SAFETY 
TIPS FOR HUNTERS
This hunting season, we encourage all members to be 
aware of electrical equipment and take necessary 
precautions while hunting. Keep these safety tips in 
mind as you enjoy the great outdoors.

Take notice of posted warning signs and keep 
clear of electrical equipment.

Do not shoot at or near power lines or insulators.

Know where power lines and equipment are 
located on the land where you hunt.

Be especially careful in wooded areas where 
power lines may not be as visible.

Do not place deer stands on utility poles or 
climb poles. Energized lines and equipment 
can conduct electricity to anyone who comes 
in contact with them, causing shock 
or electrocution.

Do not place decoys on power lines or other 
utility equipment. Any non-electrical equipment 
attached to a pole can pose an obstruction and 
serious hazards to our line crews.
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The Cooperative Review newsletter is 
published monthly for the members and 
friends of Union Power Cooperative. 

Greg Andress
Exec. Vice President & 
General Manager

                               

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Lee Roy Kirk, Jr.
President

Dent H. Turner
Vice President

Sherise Jones
Secretary-Treasurer

David G. Hyatt
Asst. Secretary-Treasurer

Tom J. Caudle
Neil W. Hasty
Thomas E. Porter, Jr. 
B.L. Starnes
Sue B. Threatt

union-power.com
Toll-Free  
Customer Service

1-800-922-6840

24-Hour Outage Reporting & 
Account Info

1-800-794-4423

During the next month, you may see our tree-trimming crews in your neighborhood: 
Lewis Tree Service, ABC Professional Tree Service, and Asplundh Tree Experts LLC.

Union County: Andrew Jackson Dr, Arbor Ln, Billy Howey Rd, Bow Hill Dr, Buckboard Ln, 
Cuthbertson Rd, Grove Dr, Eubanks St, Hollow Ln, Hood St, Juddson Dr, Kennington Dr, 
Lee Branch Rd, Lee Massey Rd, Lochaven Rd, Longmeadow Ln, Lon Parker Rd, Lonnie 
Parker Rd, Lonnie Walker Rd, Oakhurst Dr, Plaxico Dr, Pleasant Grove Rd, Pleasant 
Springs Rd, Potter Downs Dr, Potters Trace Rd, Rev H Morrison Rd, Richard Coffey Ln, 
Robinson Rd, Roscoe Howey Rd, S Potter Rd, Springdale Dr, Turtlewood Dr, Walker Rd, 
Waxhaw Hwy, Western Union School Rd, and Willoughby Rd.

Right-of-Way Clearing

For more information about Union Power’s vegetation management program or tree trimming practices, please call  
704-289-3145 and speak with Wil Ortiz (ext. 3323), Carrie Lorenz-Efird (ext. 3291), or Ted Connell (ext. 3320). Visit 
union-power.com for monthly right-of-way clearing updates.

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month:
Keep cold air out to save energy. Seal air leaks around pipes 
and any gaps around chimneys and unfinished spaces behind 
cupboards and closets. 

Source: energy.gov


