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C O O P E R AT I V E
REV I EWF o r  m e m b e r s  o f  U n i o n  P o w e r  C o o p e r a t i v e

A
griculture is North Carolina’s top industry, and 
its history is closely intertwined with electric 
cooperatives. Electric co-ops like Union Power 

were founded by farmers to bring power to rural areas and 
grew from their hard work and ingenuity. 

National Ag Day is March 24, but we are thankful every 
day for the opportunity to continue partnering with our 
agricultural members to reduce farms’ carbon footprints, 
lower operating costs, and provide added productivity and 
convenience. 

Examples of these efforts include:

 � Innovative Energy Projects. North Carolina’s electric 
cooperatives worked with Harnett County-based Butler 
Farms to create one of the state’s first self-powering 
agricultural microgrids, which incorporates biogas from 
swine waste and solar energy to generate electricity and 
provide power reliability. A second agricultural microgrid 
is being developed in partnership with Hyde County egg 
producer Rose Acre Farms.

 � Electrification of Farm Equipment and Processes. We 
are also helping to identify ways to electrify agricultural 
processes and help make them cleaner, smarter, and 
cheaper. Thanks to advances in technology, farm 
equipment like tractors, irrigation systems, robotic 
milking, and automatic feed pushers, along with 
operations like controlled environment agriculture, can 
all be powered through electricity instead of fossil fuels, 
offering a wide range of benefits to farmers.

 � Reducing Farm Energy Costs. The North Carolina 
Energy Audit Program provides discounted energy audits 
to help farmers prioritize energy efficiency projects and 
access funding for equipment upgrades. Available to 
North Carolina electric co-op members on a first-come, 
first-served basis until May 2021, the audit program is 
funded by USDA Rural Development and operated by a 
division of North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives and 
EnSave, Inc. Contact Union Power at 704-289-3145 or 
EnSave at 1-800-732-1399 for more information or to get 
started.

Thank you to our local farmers for all you do! We are proud to serve you.

Supporting 
Agriculture and Our 
Rural Communities



B MARCH 2020 Union Power Cooperative

Doing Our Part: Union Power 
Becomes A “Bee Friendly” 
Partner
There’s a lot of buzz going around about Union Power’s active 
engagement in our local communities, and this time is no different. 
In partnership with the Union County 4-H Beekeeping Club, Union 
Power Cooperative recently became one of the organization’s first 
“Bee Friendly” Partners to sponsor a child in 4-H Beekeeping.

The 4-H Beekeeping Club enables 
today’s youth to learn about bees 
and the art of beekeeping – helping 
to advance bee conservation efforts 
and empower communities with 
the education, tools, supplies, and 
bees needed to support sustainable 
agriculture in the area.

“We knew there was an interest 
and some public awareness, but we 
also wanted to get the kids who were 
interested in beekeeping and the 
community involved,” said George 
Hunnicutt, 4-H Club leader and Union 
Power member. “Since beekeeping was 
the first of its kind in N.C. 4-H, we also 
knew that we faced a few challenges 
with funding.”

The beekeepers came up with 
a creative idea for a new source 
of funding. They created the “Bee 

These partnerships give local 
children a hands-on learning 
experience, including putting 
together woodenware for 
the hives, starting a smoker, 
working hives, queen rearing, 
honey production, and lots 
more!

Last Call: Apply for 
a Basketball Camp 
Scholarship by  
March 31
Don’t miss the chance to apply for 
a Touchstone Energy Sports Camp 
scholarship! If selected, one young 
man and one young woman, will get 
the opportunity to attend basketball 
camp alongside college basketball 
players and coaches at two of 
North Carolina’s top universities 
– University of North Carolina at 
Chapel Hill and North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh.

To be eligible to win, students must 
be a rising sixth, seventh, or eighth 
grade student, and have permission 
from a parent or guardian to attend. 
Contestants will be judged on their 
academic achievement, extra-
curricular activities, and a short 
essay.

To learn more, visit union-power.
com/sportscampscholarships. 
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Friendly” Partners Program and 
invited local businesses and other bee 
supporters to “adopt a beehive,” as a 
way to teach youth about the important 
role bees play in agriculture, the 
different types and styles of beehives, 
the various parts and functions of bee 
colonies, and the roles of each kind 
of bee found in a hive. Sponsored 
beehives are decaled with the partner’s 
logo and are then housed at an apiary 
(a place that houses a collection of 
beehives) in Union County.

These partnerships give local 
children a hands-on learning 
experience, including putting together 
woodenware for the hives, starting a 
smoker, working hives, queen rearing, 
honey production, and lots more! Some 
youth can even go on to continue their 
knowledge of beekeeping by becoming 
a State Certified Beekeeper as part 
of the Master Beekeepers Program. 
Last year, one of the sponsored kids 
passed the state certification at age 
9 to become the youngest certified 
beekeeper in the state.

“I think this is yet, another way for 
Union Power to do our part and show 
that we care about what’s happening 

in our communities. The benefits 
are two-fold – it allows us to spread 
our wings and help get kids involved 
and interested in beekeeping, and the 
agricultural benefits will continue to 
impact the people we serve in mighty 
ways for years to come,” shared Luanne 
Sherron, Union Power vice president 
of key accounts and government 
relations.

Bees play a significant role in 
the pollination of plants and other 
important crops, and beekeepers work 
to ensure their survival. The Union 
County 4-H Beekeeping Club hopes 
to continue to spread the word about 
the important work they’re doing and 
educate the community on the art of 
beekeeping. “Union Power Cooperative 
is much like other cooperatives by way 
of bringing power to rural areas in our 
state, and now, you are also involved 
in helping agriculture in Union County 
as well, whether farmers realize it or 
not,” Hunnicutt added. “Also…for 
quite some time, Union Power has 
been planting Hollies and other great 

pollinators as part of the landscape 
architecture designed to screen 
substations. So without even knowing 
it, you’re actually helping beekeepers 
like me, and I appreciate it.” 

“The 4-H Beekeeping Club is an 
inspiration that projects outside of the 
primary goal of education. I see it as 
another potential partnership when 
we start our habitat creation projects. 

Forthcoming are site conversions to 
Monarch waystations and pollinator-
friendly sites,” said Wil Ortiz, manager 
of the vegetation management 
department at Union Power.

As your local, not-for-profit, 
member-owned energy provider, 
we are working to strengthen the 
areas we serve through our support 
and commitment to educating our 
communities, and we are proud to be 
a part of a network dedicated to such a 
worthy cause.  

If you would like more information 
on the “Bee Friendly” Partners 
Program, contact George Hunnicutt at 
704-609-4788.
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Whether it’s spending less at the gas pump, driving an electric vehicle, bringing reusable bags to the 
grocery store, or turning down your home’s thermostat while you are away, people everywhere are 
looking for ways to reduce their environmental footprint and promote energy efficiency.

In addition to supporting “green” practices, one simple 
way to boost energy efficiency within your home is to install 
light timers or time switches to your lights and energy-heavy 
appliances. 

As the name suggests, light timers are devices that 
can turn off a particular light (or lights) after a particular 
amount of time has passed or at a particular point in the day 
or night. According to the Department of Energy, timers are 
a great way to both automate your lights, save money, and 
conserve energy.

There are two main types of timers to choose from: 
manual timers, which are generally used for portable lights 
and lamps, and digital timers, which are generally used for 
installed indoor and outdoor lighting. Depending on the 
lights you want to control, different types of timers may 
be better than others. We recommend that you do your 
research to determine which timer switch will work best for 
your needs.

To make the most use of your timers, you’ll need to 
determine when these timers should be set to turn on and 
off. This depends a lot on your daily routine, such as when 

you’re usually asleep or out of the house.
This also depends on the time of year. In the springtime, 

the days are much longer than in the winter, therefore, you 
will need to adjust your timers based on the amount of 
daylight hours. Simply change the time settings according to 
the season to automatically switch on the lights as soon as 
the sun goes down.

Additionally, you can set light timers to automatically 
turn off TVs, lights, computer chargers, and other devices so 
they’re not running 24/7. Timers, in general, should prevent 
appliances, lights, devices, and other sources of energy from 
turning on when they’re not needed and ensure that these 
items aren’t left running for extended periods of time.

Homeowners usually stick to a daily schedule and are 
aware that certain appliances, lights, and devices will not be 
used during specific times of the day. Using time switches 
to operate them can result in significant convenience, and 
energy and cost savings. By installing light timers, you 
can sleep peacefully knowing that you aren’t using any 
unnecessary energy and you’ll notice instant savings.

Lighting Solutions 
that Cut Costs and 
Energy Usage 

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month:
Placing hot food in the refrigerator makes the appliance 
work harder than necessary, using more energy. Allow 
food to cool down before you place it in the fridge.  

Source: energy.gov
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How Energy-Efficient is Your Home? 

I
f you are a typical homeowner, 
you realize that your monthly 
utility bills are just a fact of life. 

And like most people, you would 
probably prefer to keep more of 
that money in your bank account. 
While your monthly bills will never 
go away, you can take the initiative 
in maintaining and reducing your 
expenses by ensuring your home 
is as energy-efficient as possible. 
But how do you know how energy-
efficient your home really is? Union 
Power offers multiple resources to 
help members learn more about their 
home’s energy consumption, pinpoint 
issues, and develop solutions to make 
energy-saving home improvements.

Resources such as home energy 
assessments, both online and 
in-person, can help you determine 
if your home is losing energy – and 
what you can do to save money – by 
reviewing your consumption results to 
determine if your numbers are in line 
with the size of your home.

Are you interested in learning more 
about your home’s efficiency? Fill out 

your home profile and complete an 
online energy audit to get started. 

Completing an online energy audit 
can be done by accessing union-power.
com/auditmyhome and selecting the 
green “My Home” block. To begin, 
you will need to enter the account 
number printed on your electric bill 
and the location of your home. Once 
your account is synced, you will be 
asked a series of 12 questions ranging 
from your home’s size (square feet), 
number of occupants, insulation type, 
average thermostat settings, and more.

These questions, both basic and the 
optional advanced choices, will help us 
provide a more accurate energy cost 
estimate, however, you are not required 
to fill out every section of the audit. 
Just remember, the more details you 
share, the more accurate the analysis 
will be. When you are done, click 
“Show Analysis” to see your results. 
This will give your home’s “efficiency 
rating,” an option to view a detailed 
breakdown of your electricity cost and 
usage from year-to-year, and month-
to-month, and information on ways to 

save energy based on your results.
Already completed your home 

profile and want a more in-depth and 
personal look at your home? Why 
not take advantage of an in-home 
energy audit? To get started, fill out an 
in-home energy audit request form at 
union-power.com/auditmyhome. 

Our Energy Specialists will begin 
by scheduling a phone consultation 
to review your account history and 
consumption results from your 
home profile and discuss any areas 
of concern. If an in-person audit is 
suggested as a next step, then one 
of our specialists will inspect your 
home, identify any opportunities for 
improvement, and provide you with 
insight to make your home more 
energy-efficient. The audit can help 
detect air leaks, insulation deficiencies, 
along with heating and cooling 
equipment inspections, and more. 

Whether in-home or online, taking 
small steps to ensure your home is as 
energy-efficient as possible can add up 
to significant results that you’ll see in 
your utility bills for years to come. 
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Prevent surprise breakdowns
Keep your family safe and comfortable all summer
Maintain your system’s warranty

Make a Difference with 
N.C. GreenPower
N.C. GreenPower is a nonprofit, statewide organization 
that gives members the ability to directly support the 
development of renewable power sources throughout North 
Carolina.

Union Power members can voluntarily contribute $4 per 
month on their electric bill, which is both tax-free and tax-
deductible. Donations will be used to support renewable 
energy, carbon offset projects, and provide grants for solar 
educational installations at K-12 schools.

Contributions to N.C. GreenPower will also help to add 
green energy to the power grid, keep CO2 out of the air, 
reduce dependence on fossil fuels, and build more green 
energy resources to improve North Carolina’s environment.

Union Power is proud to work with N.C. GreenPower to help 
provide a cleaner, greener future for our communities.

To learn more about the program or sign up, visit union-
power.com/nc-greenpower.
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The Cooperative Review newsletter is 
published monthly for the members and 
friends of Union Power Cooperative. 

Greg Andress
Exec. Vice President & 
General Manager
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During the next month, you may see our tree-trimming crews in your neighborhood: 
Lewis Tree Service. 

Cabarrus County: Archibald Rd, Birdsong Rd, Dileen Dr, Falcon Dr, Kiwi Ct, Mary Circle, 
Mountaineer Ln, Search Dr, Softwind Ln, Tradewind Ln, Whippoorwill Ln, Zion Church 
Rd E, Zion Church Rd, Kimberly Ln, Sagewood Pl SW, Central Heights Dr, Denise Ct 
SW, Larchlea Pl, Suffield Ln, Piney Church Rd, Wintercrest Dr, Flintridge Dr

Mecklenburg County: Hargett Rd, Keziah Rd, Atrium Way, Hounds Run Dr, Ballards Pond 
Ln, Candalon Way, Doves Nest Ct, Idlewild Rd, Heaney Ct, Sam Newell Rd, Meadow 
Ln, Lakeview Circle, Mullis Ln, Williams Rd, Tory Oak Pl, Rice Rd, Tanfield Dr

Union County: Allen Black Rd, Lawyers Rd, Millwright Ln, Lineview Dr, Willowbrook Dr, 
Wild Rose Ct, Shadow Lake ln, Bent Oak Dr, Mulberry Ct, Green Ash Ln, Millhouse Ln, 
Stevens Mill Rd, Water Wheel Ct, Fairfield Dr, Hillcrest Dr, Edgefield Ct, Brookgreen 
Terrace, Stoney Ridge Rd, Lake Dr, Fieldstone Dr, Farm Ct

For more information about Union Power’s vegetation management program or tree 
trimming practices, please call 704-289-3145 and speak with Wil Ortiz (ext. 3323) or Carrie 
Lorenz-Efird (ext. 3291). Visit union-power.com for monthly right-of-way clearing updates.

Right-of-way Clearing

Move Over, It’s the law!
The “Move Over” law in North Carolina requires motorists 
approaching or passing any public service or utility vehicle that 
is pulled over and operating a warning signal to reduce speed, 
and move their vehicles into a nearby lane, if possible. This 
includes electric utility vehicles stopped on roadway shoulders, 
with amber lights flashing. If the roadway has only one lane for 
proceeding traffic, or if the approaching vehicle may not change 
lanes safely, the motorist must slow the vehicle and proceed at a 
reduced speed. Failure to do so can create a safety hazard for the 
workers and can result in a $500 fine for the driver of the vehicle.   

Motorists should watch for utility service crews, comply with the 
law, slow down, and move over for utility service trucks. It could 
be a matter of life and death!


