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C O O P E R AT I V E
R E V I E WF o r  m e m b e r s  o f  U n i o n  P o w e r  C o o p e r a t i v e

How Much is Your Home’s Entertainment 
Devices Costing You?

W
ith today’s high-tech electronic devices, 
simply turning them “off” doesn’t save nearly 
as much energy as most people think. These 

days, most homes have multiple TVs and computers, all 
connected to various devices such as DVD players, game 
consoles, external monitors, and printers. While these 
cool electronics are packed with features that entertain 
us or help us be more productive, the energy consumed 
by all these gadgets in our homes can add up to nearly 
10% of a household’s monthly electric bill! In fact, several 
devices found inside your home are commonly referred 
to as “energy vampires,” which means that they consume 
electricity even when they are switched off (what is known 
as “phantom load”). In addition to TVs, Blue-Ray players, 
DVD players, DVRs, game consoles, and cable or satellite 
boxes also use energy even when they’re turned off. That’s 
why it is important to use these convenient and low-cost 
energy-saving solutions to help you better manage your 
home’s energy consumption by mitigating this increased 
electrical load and protecting your electronic devices, 
ultimately saving you some money in the long run.

Use “Smart” Power Strips 
Installing a “smart,” or advanced power strip in your home 
is a quick and easy way to start saving money while making 
your household a little more energy-efficient. Traditional 
power strips house many different devices and use only 
one outlet, but remember, if devices are plugged in, they 
will continue to use energy. Smart power strips can actually 
cut the power off and save energy since they can detect 
when a device is in standby mode – and since it’s not always 
practical to unplug these items whenever they are not in use, 
“smart” power strips can effectively do so for you. 

Protect Against Power Surges with Surge 
Protectors 
Like power strips, surge protectors are ideal for when 
you have numerous electronics within the vicinity. Smart 
surge protectors, however, guard your expensive electronic 
equipment against unexpected power surges while also 
saving you money by reducing energy use. With multiple 

electrical outlets, a surge protector can house the cords for 
your phone, laptop, or TV, allowing them all to charge while 
simultaneously protecting them from a voltage surge – a 
spike in an electrical current – which can cause damage 
to both your electronics and appliances. You can usually 
find these for under $20, but more expensive options offer 
protection up to a higher amount of joules (a rating that tells 
how much energy a surge protector can absorb).

Purchase ENERGY STAR TVs and Appliances
Fortunately, many newer models of TVs that are being 
produced meet stricter energy efficiency guidelines. Energy 
Star certification is a U.S. government program aimed at 
certifying different household appliances that meet rigorous 
energy efficiency standards. And in the case of TVs, Energy 
Star certified models save around 27% more energy than 
other models.

Access Union Power’s TV Calculator
 With Union Power’s TV Calculator, you can see how much 
electricity your TV, cable box, DVD/DVR, and game consoles 
cost based on the type of TV (LED, LCD, Plasma), size, 
when it used, the amount of time, and how much energy it 
consumes when it’s just plugged in. Visit union-power.com/
energysavingcalculators and click on “TV Calculator” to 
access energy savings today!
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It’s no surprise that winter months bring the increased potential for fire risks and electrical safety 
hazards. This makes sense because, during the coldest months, consumers are using additional 
electrical devices and appliances, like space heaters, electric blankets, and portable generators.

 This winter, safeguard your loved ones and your home 
with these electrical safety tips from the Electrical Safety 
Foundation International. 

1. Don’t overload outlets. Overloaded outlets are a major 
cause of residential fires. Avoid using extension cords or 
multi-outlet converters for appliance connections – they 
should be plugged directly into a wall outlet. If you’re 
relying heavily on extension cords in general, you may 
need additional outlets to address your needs. Contact a 
qualified electrician to inspect your home and add new 
outlets. 

2. Never leave space heaters unattended. If you’re using a 
space heater, turn it off before leaving the room. Make 
sure heaters are placed at least three feet away from 
flammable items. It should also be noted that space 
heaters take a toll on your energy bills. If you’re using 
them throughout your home, it may be time to upgrade 
your home’s heating system. 

3. Inspect heating pads and electric blankets. These items 
cause nearly 500 fires every year. Electric blankets that 
are more than 10 years old create additional risks for a 
fire hazard. Inspect your electric blankets and heating 
pads – look for dark, charred or frayed spots, and make 
sure the electrical cord is not damaged. Please do not 
place any items on top of a heating pad or electric 
blanket, and never fold them when in use. 

4. Use portable generators safely. Unfortunately, winter 
storms can cause prolonged power outages, which means 
many consumers will use generators as a back-up source 
to power their homes. Never connect a standby generator 
directly into your home’s electrical system. We highly 
recommend using a transfer switch – as it is the safest 
way to connect a generator to your home and it allows 
for the power to instantly switch over to the generator 
during a power outage for a quick, easy, and reliable 
alternative power source.
For portable generators, plug appliances directly into 

the outlet provided on the generator. Start the generator 
first, before you plug in appliances. Be sure to use a heavy-
duty extension cord to connect electric appliances to the 
outlet on the generator. Also, run it in a well-ventilated area 
outside your home. The carbon monoxide it generates is 
deadly, so keep it away from your garage, doors, windows, 
and vents. 

Aside from comfort, safety should be a top priority for 
your family and home. It is critical to take extra measures 
to ensure safe practices are being used when operating 
electrical devices and appliances this winter. If you have 
any questions about generators or need help determining 
which size is necessary to meet your goals, please 
contact a member of our subsidiary – Union Services at 
savewithunion.com.

4Tips for 
Winter Safety
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Did you know that extreme weather – whether very hot or cold – has an impact on your electric 
vehicle’s driving range? Generally, all batteries, whether they’re in cars, cell phones, or laptops have 
an ideal operating temperature where they can deliver the most energy without losing efficiency. 
This is why your cell phone doesn’t last as long if you’re using it while it’s cold outside, or why it may 
automatically shut down if it begins to overheat.

Specifically, extremely cold 
temperatures slow down chemical 
reactions within a battery, reducing 
power output and threatening battery 
life. And when it comes to EVs, road 
conditions can also make a difference. 
Winter brings wet and snowy roads, 
which increases the amount of 
resistance a car has to overcome to 
get moving. Therefore, the car has to 
use more electricity to get up to speed 
compared to a dry road, resulting in 
less range.

EV manufacturers are improving 
temperature-control technology to 
compensate for some of these issues. 
For instance, several models are now 
available with battery heaters or other 
technology to heat the battery and 
improve efficiency in cold climates. 
In addition, there are many things 
drivers themselves can do to improve 
the efficiency of their electric vehicles, 
with weather and road conditions in 
mind.

 � Use accessories wisely – Accessories 
such as heating, air conditioning, 
and entertainment systems affect 
fuel economy on all vehicles but 
can have a greater effect on EVs. 
However, using seat warmers 
instead of the cabin heater can save 
energy and extend range.

 � Use the economy mode – Many EVs 
come with an “economy mode” 
or similar feature that maximizes 
the vehicle’s fuel economy. In 
some vehicles, this mode can be 
activated by simply pressing a 
button. The economy mode may 
limit other aspects of the vehicle’s 
performance, such as acceleration 
rate, to save fuel.

 � Plan ahead before driving – Pre-
heating or pre-cooling the cabin 
of an all-electric or plug-in hybrid 
electric vehicle while it is still 
plugged in can extend its electric 
range, especially in extreme 
weather.

 � Avoid hard braking and anticipate 
braking – This allows the vehicle’s 
regenerative braking system to 
recover energy from the vehicle’s 
forward motion and store it as 
electricity. Hard braking causes 
the vehicle to use its conventional 
friction brakes, which do not 
recover energy.

 � Observe the speed limit – Efficiency 
usually decreases rapidly at speeds 
above 50 mph.
Other ways to improve efficiency 

include avoiding hauling cargo on your 
roof, removing excess weight, and 
keeping your tires properly inflated.

Ultimately, most cars experience a 
range reduction in cold weather, even 
conventional gas-burners. With these 
tips, drivers will be knowledgeable 
about what to expect of their EV during 
extreme temperatures and will be 
better prepared for the challenges that 
may occur.

EV Charging 
in Extreme 
Temperatures 
Could Pose 
Challenges 
for Drivers
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Take a Shot at Winning a 
Basketball Camp Scholarship 
Today
Union Power Cooperative is giving two local 
middle school students the opportunity to hit 
the hardwood alongside their favorite college 
basketball athletes and coaches this summer. 
Thanks to Touchstone Energy Sports Camp 
Scholarships, we will select one young man for a 
scholarship to attend the Roy Williams Carolina 
Basketball Camp on June 20-24 at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill, and one young 
woman to attend the Wolfpack Women’s 
Basketball Camp on June 21-24 at North Carolina 
State University in Raleigh.

To be eligible to win, students must be a current 
sixth, seventh, or eighth grade student and have 
permission from a parent or guardian to attend. 
Contestants will be judged on their academic 
achievement, extra-curricular activities, and a 
short essay.

Applications are being accepted now through 
March 31 and can be found online at union-
power.com/sportscampscholarships. 
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Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month:
Are you using your fireplace efficiently? Remember 
to turn down the thermostat when burning a fire, 
and close the damper when a fire is not burning. 

Source: energy.gov

Don’t Miss the 
Chance to Apply for a 
College Scholarship

Union Power Cooperative takes pride in 
recognizing the value of higher education for 
the future leaders of our communities – that’s 
why we are awarding 10 outstanding high school 
seniors with a $1,000 scholarship to an accredited 
university or community college in the state. 
These scholarships will be awarded to students 
who are in the current graduating class, the child 
of a Union Power Cooperative member, or lives in 
a household served by the co-op.

Applications will be accepted now 
through March 20 at union-power.com/
collegescholarships.
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The Cooperative Review newsletter is 
published monthly for the members and 
friends of Union Power Cooperative. 

Greg Andress
Exec. Vice President & 
General Manager
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During the next month, you may see our tree-trimming crews 
in your neighborhood: Lewis Tree Service. 

Cabarus County: Archibald Rd, Ashley Dr, Birdsong Rd, 
Bostwood Ln, Clara Circle, Dileen Dr, Erinbrook Dr, Falcon 
Dr, Flowes Store Rd, Forsythe Ln, Kiwi Ct, Marilyn Ct, Mary 
Circle, Meeting St, Mexico Rd, Mountaineer Ln, Palafox Dr, 
Parks Lafferty Rd, Pinckney Ct, Sagebrush Circle, Search Dr, 
Softwind Ln, Tradewind Ln, US Hwy 601 S, Vanderhorst Dr, 
Walden Ln, Watson Dr, Whippoorwill Ln, Zion Church Rd

Rowan County: Bringle Ferry Rd, Community Ln, Noodle Way, 
Panther Creek Rd

For more information about Union Power’s vegetation management 
program or tree trimming practices, please call 704-289-3145 and 
speak with Wil Ortiz (ext. 3323) or Carrie Lorenz-Efird (ext. 3291). Visit 
union-power.com for monthly right-of-way clearing updates.

Right-of-way Clearing


