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With the holidays almost upon us and with lots of shopping and decorating to do, cutting costs and 
energy savings where you can should be at the top of your wish list, too. Union Power now offers a new 
tool, the Holiday Lighting Calculator, that will help members save on energy costs this holiday season.

The Holiday Lighting Calculator helps 
to determine monthly energy costs 
from converting your traditional 
incandescent Christmas lights to LED 
bulbs — calculating savings based on 
the number of strings used and the 
total hours used per day. With this new 
tool, members can make smart energy 
decisions while shopping for Christmas 
lights, reduce the energy impacts on 
their electricity bills, and brighten their 
holiday celebrations.

 In addition to using our Holiday 
Lighting Calculator, you might 
consider the following tips:

 � Limit Light Time. Put your lights 
on a timer. Few holiday-goers are 
out and about during the wee hours 
of the morning. Be sure to use a 
durable Christmas lights timer that 
is made to withstand the elements. 
Install it in a place that is easy to 
access so you can make changes as 
the days get even shorter.

 � Choose Energy-Efficient 
Lights. You might consider going 
LED. Though a bit pricier than 
traditional Christmas lights due to 
a more complicated manufacturing 

process, they use 80-90% less 
energy than incandescent bulbs and 
have a longer lifespan. 

 � Shorten the Season. Consider 
when you put your lights up. Many 
people keep their lights up for well 
over a month, but each household 
is different. Take a look at your 
budget to decide what time frame 
works for you – putting them up 
a week later than usual and taking 
them down by New Year’s may be 
the way to go.

’Tis the Season for 
Energy Savings

Visit union-power.com/energysavingcalculators to access our Holiday Lighting Calculator for extra holiday energy savings!
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New Specialty License Plate Honors N.C. Line 
Workers for “Keeping the Lights On”

A 
new specialty license plate honoring the efforts 
of utility line workers across the state who “Keep 
the Lights On” will soon be available to North 

Carolina drivers after recently being signed into law by 
Governor Roy Cooper. Developed by North Carolina’s 
Electric Cooperatives in partnership with Duke Energy 
and ElectriCities, the new plate will cost $30, with $20 
of the proceeds from each plate benefitting the North 
Carolina Jaycee Burn Center at UNC Health Care.

“Our line workers and other utility employees work 
day in and day out, at times in treacherous conditions, 
to provide an essential service to the people of North 
Carolina,” said Nelle Hotchkiss, senior vice president and 
chief operating officer of association services for North 
Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives. “Recently, our state has 
been hit hard by storms, and these workers undertake 
heroic efforts to restore power as quickly as possible to 

our communities, oftentimes traveling across the state 
and nation to assist other crews in times of need. We can’t 
thank them enough for all they do, and we’re proud to pay 
tribute to their expertise, professionalism, and dedication.”

North Carolina’s Electric Cooperatives are a long-time 
partner of the North Carolina Jaycee Burn Center and have 
supported its work since 1972 when the cooperatives’ Board 
of Directors pledged $40,000 to help create the center. Over 
the years, the electric cooperatives, in partnership with 
more than 80 organizations and individuals, have donated 
more than $1.9 million to the center, helping it become one 
of the leading comprehensive burn centers in the world. 

“We are proud to support the N.C. Jaycee Burn Center in 
their efforts to provide critical treatment and rehabilitative 
services for burn victims across the state,” said Greg 
Andress, executive vice president and general manager 
of Union Power Cooperative. “Despite industry-leading 
safety practices and precautions, our lineworkers face burn 
dangers and other risks on the job every day. We are pleased 
to contribute to such an outstanding facility in honor of 
their courageous efforts and commitment.”

The new license plate will soon be added to the N.C. 
Division of Motor Vehicles’ list of specialty plates and 
available to all motor vehicles registered in North Carolina, 
except for vehicles for-hire, commercial plates over 26,000 
lbs., farm tags, taxis, state-owned vehicles, or vehicles with 
orange and black plates. 
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Students Lead the Way at Electric Cooperative Youth Tour
What do 1,800 high school students, our nation’s capital, 
and electric cooperatives have in common? The Electric 
Cooperative Youth Tour, of course! Union Power is looking 
for the next generation of leaders to lead the way at next 
year’s Youth Tour in Washington, D.C., from June 20-26. 

While in D.C., participants will have a chance to meet 
with North Carolina elected officials and discuss the 
issues that are important back home, as well as, learn 
about the cooperative business model, visit historic 
monuments, memorials, and a variety of Smithsonian 
museums. Without a doubt, Youth Tour has grown into 
an invaluable program that gives young leaders an 
experience that will stay with them for the rest of their 
lives. 

Youth Tour delegates will be selected based on the 
completion of an application, short essay, and interview. 
Applications are due by Dec. 31 and available online at 
union-power.com/youthtour. 

Plan for Your Future: 
Apply for a College Scholarship today!
Calling all high school seniors! Need help paying for college? 
Planning for your future just got a little easier – Union Power is now 
accepting college scholarship applications. 

This school year, we will award 10 $1,000 scholarships to high school 
seniors attending a North Carolina accredited university or community 
college.

Guidelines
 � The applicant must be the child of a Union Power Cooperative 

member or reside in a household served by Union Power.

 �  The applicant must be a high school senior in the current 
graduating class.

 � Criteria for awarding the scholarship to an individual is based on 40% 
need; 30% scholastic achievement; and 30% extracurricular activities 
in school, civic, and community functions.

Applications will be accepted now through March 22, 2020

Visit us at union-power.com/collegescholarships for more information and to apply today!
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Capturing Energy Savings by Sealing Air Leaks
Air leakage occurs when uncontrolled or outside air enters and conditioned air leaves your house 
through cracks and openings. Reducing the amount of air that leaks in and out of your home is a cost-
effective way to cut heating and cooling costs, improve your home’s durability, increase comfort by 
reducing drafts and cold spots, and create a healthier indoor environment. In addition, the potential 
energy savings from finding and repairing these leaks in a home can be valuable.

Detecting Air Leaks
You can start with a careful visual inspection inside and out. 
Look for gaps and cracks at the common points of air leakage 
(i.e., knee wall doors, dryer vents, attic hatches, electrical 
outlets, cable TV and phone lines, sill plates) and pay close 
attention to the windows, doors, and other openings of your 
home. A home’s biggest air leaks are usually located in large 
areas, such as the attic or basement. But small leaks do exist 

and can become a big problem, too. Check for gaps along 
baseboards, edges of flooring, and junctures of walls and 
ceilings. Also check in areas where two different building 
materials meet (i.e., all exterior corners, where siding and 
chimneys meet, and areas where the foundation and the 
bottom of exterior brick or siding meet).

Repairing Air Leaks
Caulking and weatherstripping are two simple and effective 
do-it-yourself air-sealing techniques that offer quick returns 
on investment. Caulk is a flexible material generally used to 
seal air leaks through cracks, gaps, or joints less than one-
quarter-inch wide between stationary building components 
such as around door and window frames. Weatherstripping 
is generally used to seal components that move, such as 
doors and operable windows. Before caulking air leaks or 
applying weatherstripping in an existing home, you will need 
to assess your ventilation needs to ensure adequate indoor 
air quality. 

Reducing the amount of air that leaks in 
and out of your home is a cost-effective way 
to cut heating and cooling costs, improve 
your home’s durability, increase comfort by 
reducing drafts and cold spots, and create a 
healthier indoor environment. 
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Assessing Ventilation
Ventilation refers to the exchange of indoor and outdoor 
air. Without proper ventilation, an otherwise insulated and 
airtight house will seal in harmful pollutants, such as carbon 
monoxide, and moisture that can damage a house.

In homes that use combustion appliances— appliances 
like stoves and fireplaces that burn natural gas, oil, propane, 
kerosene, or wood — you must always be aware of the 
danger of indoor air pollution and be certain the appliance 
has an adequate air supply when sealing a home. Otherwise, 
gases can accumulate in a poorly ventilated home and 
threaten your health and safety. 

Generally, one square inch of vent opening is required 
for each 1,000 Btu of appliance input heat. Burn marks or 
soot around the appliance burner or at the vent collar, or 
visible smoke anywhere while the appliance is operating, 
indicate poor ventilation. 

With these tips, identifying and repairing air leaks in 
your home can be a simple process; but if in doubt, Union 
Power is always here to help! Contact one of our Energy 
Specialists to consult and possibly perform a free home 
energy audit at union-power.com/auditmyhome.

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month:
Trim your holiday energy costs by choosing 
energy efficient LED lights! LED holiday lights 
use less energy and can last up to 40 seasons. 
They’re also easier to install – you can connect 
up to 25 LED strings without overloading a 
wall socket!

Source: energy.gov
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Thanksgiving is near and Christmas is right around the corner — and there’s no 
greater way to give thanks or spread a little holiday cheer than by giving the gift 
of power. If you’re looking for the perfect gift this holiday season, look no further 
than Union Power’s Power Bucks certificates. 

Power Bucks certificates allow you to purchase kilowatt-hours of electricity for 
any Union Power member.

How does it work?
 � Stop by or call one of our offices at 704-289-3145 (Monroe) or  704-485-3335 

(Oakboro) to speak with a Customer Service Representative (CSR), who will 
apply the Power Bucks credit to the member’s account of your choice. 

 � Check or credit card payments can be made over the phone or at either of 
our offices.

 � There is a $25 minimum purchase amount.

 �  The member’s next bill will show a credit for the amount of Power Bucks 
purchased. Upon your request, we will send a gift certificate to the member 
informing them of your gift. 

Give Thanks
Power Buckswith

Brighten someone’s day by giving them the gift of power!
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Honoring Our Veterans
Every year on Nov. 11, Americans honor the millions of active-duty 
and former service members across the nation during parades, 
speeches, and solemn ceremonies offering our nation’s appreciation. 
While only one day of the year is dedicated solely to honoring 
veterans, we must never forget their dedication and the sacrifices they 
make to defend our country and protect our freedoms every day. 

Union Power honors those who have served or are currently 
serving as members of the United States Armed Forces. We salute 
you and would like to extend our sincere gratitude to veterans who’ve 
served so selflessly and courageously.

In honor of the Veterans Day Holiday, our offices will be closed on 
Monday, Nov. 11. 

Our offices will be closed Thursday, Nov. 28 and Friday, Nov. 29.
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The Cooperative Review newsletter is 
published monthly for the members and 
friends of Union Power Cooperative. 

Greg Andress
Exec. Vice President & 
General Manager
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Right-of-way Clearing
During the next month, you may see our tree-trimming crews in your neighborhood: Lewis Tree Service and ABC 
Professional Tree Trimming Services.

Cabarrus County: Asbury Rd, Backwoods Pond Ln, Biltmore Dr., Bullfrog Pl, Burlwood Rd, Cherrysford Ct, Edgar Ct, Grady 
Harris Sr Rd, Hickory Ridge Rd, Hwy 52, Julia Ct, Lower Rocky River Rd, Lucas Ct, Mattons Grove, Church Rd, McMillian Dr, 
Plantation Way, Quay Farm Ct, Robinson Church Rd, Rocky River Rd, Short Cut Rd

Rowan County: Barefoot Trl, Burleson Hill Rd, Duckpond Rd, Hwy 52, New London Rd, Old Beatty Ford Rd, Richfield Rd, 
River Rd, Stokesferry Rd, Williams Store Rd

Stanly County: Alonzo Rd, Aquadale Rd, Baldwin Rd, Barbees Grove Rd, Bell Rd, Bethlehem Ch Rd, Big Bear Rd, Booger Hollar 
Rd, Bridgeport Rd, Bull Hill Rd, Burris Rd, Campground Rd, Cherokee Rd, Claude Dr, Collie Rd, Converse Rd, Curtis Rd, 
Deese St, Edwards Rd, Efird Rd, Elder Eudy Rd, Eudy Rd, Fall St, Fish Camp Rd, Foreman Ranch Rd, Friendly Dr, Frog Pond 
Rd, Gold Branch Rd, Guy Verne Rd, Hatley Rd, Hazard Rd, Herlocker Rd, Hill Ford Rd, Hillsview Rd, Hwy 49, Ingram Rd, 
Kerr Rd, Lakewood Rd, Larock Ln, Leslie Rd, Liberty Hill Ch Rd, Little Creek Rd, Luther Rd, Mattons Grove Church Rd, 
Maxton Rd, McLester Rd, Misty Ln, NC 24-27, NC Hwy 138, NC Hwy 49, NC Hwy 8, Norton Rd, Oak Ln, Old NC 8 (Mook 
Mock Dr), Old School Rd, Pineview Rd, Prince Rd, Richard Sandy Rd, Russell Rd, Sam Rd, Spring St, St. Martin Rd, Stogner 
Little Rd, Summer St, Sunrise Ln, Teeter Rd, Trailblazers Rd, Wesley Chapel Rd, Williams Dr, Wilson Ln, Winter St

For more information about Union Power’s vegetation management program or tree trimming practices, please call 704-289-3145 
and speak with Wil Ortiz (ext. 3323) or Carrie Lorenz-Efird (ext. 3291). Visit union-power.com for monthly right-of-way clearing updates.


