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Prepare Now for 2019 Hurricane Season

M
ay 5-11 is Hurricane Preparedness Week, and 
Union Power Cooperative encourages all its 
members to be proactive and prepare now for 

storms and severe weather.
North Carolina is one of the leading states for overall 

damage from hurricanes, and any part of our state can 
be impacted by these storms, not just the coast. Many 
individuals and communities in North Carolina are still 
recovering from the devastating effects of past storms 
including Florence, Michael, and Matthew.

Before the Atlantic hurricane season begins on June 1, 
take time to recognize the importance of hurricane planning 
and take steps to get ready. Here are some simple things you 
can do now to prepare:

 � Outline a communication and evacuation plan for your 
family. If you have pets or any livestock, include them in 
your plan.

 � Create an emergency kit that includes:

• Important documents sealed in a watertight plastic bag

• Cash

• Enough non-perishable food, water, and medication for 
at least three days

• First-aid kit

• Battery-powered radio

• Flashlight

• Extra batteries

• Personal hygiene items

• Extra clothes and blankets

• Food and other supplies for pets

 � Connect with us online at union-power.com or on 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram to stay informed about 
weather, outages and other information. Keep our outage 
reporting number handy: 800-794-4423.

 � Sign up for local weather alerts and warnings. You can 
also visit ReadyNC.org or download the free ReadyNC 
app for tips for preparing for natural disasters, as well as 
real-time weather and traffic information.
For additional safety information and tips, visit union-

power.com/storm-checklist.

Our offices will be closed 
Monday, May 27, in 

observance of Memorial Day. 
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To apply for a Bright Ideas Grant, visit us at union-power.com.

Bright Ideas Grant Comes to Life 

C
heryl Streeter, a second-grade teacher at Olde 
Providence Elementary in Charlotte, applied for a 
grant to bring the topic of diversity to the forefront 

of all classrooms in her school, which consists of many 
ethnic groups. Through the implementation of her grant, 
students will get 30 books and book bins for storage. Her 
goal is for the students to learn to respect each other’s 
individuality by realizing that everybody has ideas, beliefs, 
attitudes, and behaviors that are different from their 
own. Through the reading of these books, students will 
be encouraged to interact with others and appropriately 
develop and maintain friendships. In turn, they will be 
guided into becoming leaders, followers, and workers in a 
society where cooperation is a must.

Ms. Streeter’s unique teaching style demonstrates the 
same ideas that the project hopes to accomplish; she allows 
each student to be themselves. As the students gather onto a 
rug in front of the classroom, she introduces them to history 
by viewing historical videos and reading books. Students 
are asked to turn to their neighbor to have a 3-to-5 minute 
“academic conversation” to discuss their individual views on 
the topic at hand. During this time, each student is allowed 
to agree or disagree, clarify and/or confirm their thoughts. 
If one member of the group is confused about their peer’s 
statement, their peer can add to his/her statement to make 
themselves better understood.

Several topics will be discussed during this school year 
including differences in age, race, heritage, and art to name a 
few. The grant started in February with Black History Month. 
The students studied Dr. Martin Luther King’s speech and 
the importance of the March in Washington, D. C. Following 
this lesson, some of the second-grade students commented:

“It’s more about growing together and working hard to find 
justice. This helps us have hope and find solutions to problems.” 
– Heath

“Reading these books help us learn more about history and 
how to be a team. History helps us learn how we can do things 
together.” – Jack

“Hope means that you pray and believe in something you want 
to happen. Like, I’m hoping to be great.”  – Trinity

Eventually, the project will expand to other parts of 
the world using Google Earth so the students can see the 
similarities and differences between other countries and the 
United States. The students will view areas like Korea, Spain, 
and Italy by using Pen Pal or Skype to connect with others 
outside of our country.

Teachers, if you have a Bright Idea, please share it 
with us! Apply now for a Bright Ideas Grant and for the 
opportunity to implement a creative project in your school. 
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Connecting the Dots: From the Energy Industry 
to the Classroom

R
ecently, Union Power representatives, Jake Thomas, 
manager of marketing and energy services; Billy 
Brantley, energy specialist; Jamie Taylor, director 

of environmental health and safety; and Jason Helms, 
journeyman visited Western Union Elementary School 
to speak with a group of fourth grade students about the 
importance of electrical safety.

The school is starting to incorporate the Project Based 
Learning (PBL) model into their Science curriculum, and a 
part of the PBL model involves inviting experts from a field 
of study for each unit they cover. 

The group discussed how energy is used in our daily 
lives and talked about what energy companies do daily – 
engaging students with a hands-on, interactive demo of 
how electricity works – from its source of generation to the 
power we consume in our schools, businesses, and homes.

Students also got a chance to hear a first-hand experience 
of what it is like being a line worker from Helms, who shared 
with them the importance of wearing Personal Protective 
Equipment (PPE) such as insulated gloves, fire retardant 
clothing, safety goggles, and hard hats. Students even had an 
opportunity to try on the gear themselves.

Having already started to learn about energy in their 
science classes, the fourth graders expressed great 
knowledge about electricity and made many observations, 
noting the biggest contributing factors of power 
consumption are:

 � Heating and cooling (Heating Ventilation and Air 
Conditioning - HVAC)

 � Water heating

 � Lighting
Students also shared how they can make a difference by 

using safe practices and making an effort to conserve energy 

by turning off lights when leaving a room, taking shorter 
showers, and opening the blinds/shades when it’s cold 
outside.

Eager to learn more about safety and electricity, students 
asked questions about how electricity is made and what to 
do in various situations where safety is a concern. A few 
fourth grade students shared what they learned and enjoyed 
most about the presentation: 

“It was really cool to see electricity in action.” – Ava

“If you’re in a situation where a power line is down, you should 
stay in the car and call for help – but if you need to get out, you 
should jump out and keep both feet on the ground at all times.” 
– Alex

“I am very into nuclear energy and learning about how it is 
made. I was surprised to learn that wood is also a conductor of 
electricity.” – Liam

 And for the students, the learning doesn’t stop there. 
Students will soon do a deep-dive on types of conductors 
and insulators using batteries. “During this unit, students 
will learn all about electricity – wind, solar, magnetic, and 
heat. After I’ve taught all of the lessons, my students will get 
a chance to create projects of their own using some of the 
concepts they’ve learned in the unit…almost like a science 
fair with just electricity; and at the end of the unit, students 
will present their projects,” said teacher Nick Brooks. 
 Another learning opportunity for local students, Wayne 
Hathcock, manager of engineering, along with Thomas and 
Brantley, shared a brief history of the Cooperative business 
model and discussed where power comes from and how it is 
produced with a science class at Parkwood High School, who 
are learning about Clean Energy.
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E
lectricity plays many roles in 
our lives, from powering baby 
monitors, cell phones, and 

lighting, to running HVAC systems 
and appliances. No wonder we get 
so comfortable with its instant 
availability that when we flip a switch, 
we expect most systems or devices to 
do the job.  

May is National Electrical Safety 
Month, and here at Union Power, we 
think it’s a great time to look around 
your home and check for potential 
safety hazards. According to the 
Consumer Product Safety Commission, 
approximately 51,000 electrical fires 
are reported each year in the United 
States, causing more than $1.3 billion 
in annual property damage. 

Remember, every electrical device 
has a purpose and a service lifespan. 
While we can extend their operations 
with maintenance and care, none of 
them are designed to last or work 
forever. When electricity is involved, 
failures can present electrical hazards 
that might be avoided with periodic 
inspections.

Ground Fault Circuit 
Interrupters

Outdoor outlets or those in 
potentially damp locations in a 
kitchen, bathroom, or laundry room 
often include GFCI features. They are 
designed to sense abnormal current 

flows, breaking the circuit to prevent 
potential electric shocks from devices 
plugged into the outlets.  

The average GFCI outlet is designed 
to last about 10 years, but in areas 
prone to electrical storms or power 
surges, they can wear out in five years 
or less. Check them frequently by 
pressing the red test button. Make sure 
you hit the black reset button when you 
are done. Contact a licensed electrician 
to replace any failing GFCI outlets.

Loose or Damaged Outlets or 
Switches

Unstable electrical outlets or wall 
switches with signs of heat damage or 
discoloration can offer early warnings 
of potential shock or electrical fire 
hazards. Loose connections can allow 
electrical current arcing. If you see 
these warning signs, it may be time to 
contact an electrician. 

Surge Protectors
Power strips with surge protectors 

can help safeguard expensive 
equipment like televisions, home 
entertainment systems, and computer 
components from power spikes. 
Voltage spikes are measured in joules, 
and surge protectors are rated for the 
number of joules they can effectively 
absorb. That means if your surge 
protector is rated at 1,000 joules, it 
should be replaced when it hits or 
passes that limit. When the limit is 

reached, protection stops, and you’re 
left with a basic power strip. 

Some surge protectors include 
indicator lights that flicker to warn 
you when they’ve stopped working 
as designed, but many do not. If your 
electrical system takes a major hit, or if 
you don’t remember when you bought 
your surge protector, replacement may 
be the best option.

Extension Cords
If you use extension cords 

regularly to connect devices and 
equipment to your wall outlets, you 
may live in an underwired home. 
With a growing number of electrical 
devices connecting your family to the 
electricity you get from Union Power, 
having enough outlets in just the right 
spots can be challenging.

Remember, extension cords are 
designed for temporary, occasional or 
periodic use. Inspect electrical cords 
often for broken connectors or fraying. 
Throw away worn cords to eliminate 
the possibility of shock, short circuit 
or fire.

Electricity is an essential necessity 
for modern living, and Union Power 
Cooperative is committed to providing 
safe, reliable, and affordable power 
to all of our members. We hope you’ll 
keep these electrical safety tips in mind 
so that you can note any potential 
hazards before damage occurs.  

Safety Starts with You
Tips for spotting potential electrical 
hazards in your home
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U
nion Power Cooperative is proud to sponsor three 
students on the 2019 North Carolina Youth Tour 
to Washington, D.C. this June. Approximately 45 

young leaders from North Carolina will join 1,800 students 
from across the country for a week of learning about our 
nation’s history and the importance of civic engagement.

Local students Grace Coleman, Scott Hoover, and Evan 
Martino will represent Union Power Cooperative on this 
year’s tour. Out of dozens of applications, these three 
students earned the opportunity to attend after writing an 
essay and successfully completing an in-person interview 
with the selection committee. 

Grace Coleman, a rising senior at 
Cuthbertson High School, is the daughter of 
Bradley and Frederica Coleman of Waxhaw. 
Grace is a member of the National Honor 
Society, Beta Club, track team, captain of the 
Women’s tennis team, and is Class Historian.

Scott Hoover, a rising senior at Mount 
Pleasant High School, is the son of Kirk and 
Lynn Hoover of Mount Pleasant. Scott is a 
member of the Beta Club, AWSUM Club, 
the HOSA Club, the varsity soccer team, and 
swim team.

Evan Martino, a rising senior at Piedmont 
High School, is the son of Anthony and 
Kristine Martino of Monroe. Evan is a 
member of the Beta Club, Leo Club, cross 
country and track teams, and Treasurer of 
Student Government at Piedmont High.

“These are outstanding, well-rounded students who 
will learn a great deal from the Electric Cooperative Youth 
Tour experience,” said Luanne Sherron, vice president of 
government relations and key accounts. “We are proud to 
have them representing Union Power Cooperative.”

Youth Tourists will explore some of the capital’s most 
notable areas, including sightseeing at historic memorials 
and museums, and cruising on the Potomac River. Grace, 
Scott, and Evan, along with the other North Carolina 
delegates, will also engage in discussions with members of 
North Carolina’s congressional delegation on Capitol Hill.

Union Power Cooperative has selected local high school 
students to participate in the annual Youth Tour for seven 
years. More than 50,000 students have participated in the 
program nationally since it began in 1964. 

This month and every month, make electrical safety a priority. Help your family avoid 
dangerous situations by taking a few easy precautions:

 � Never go near a downed power line. If you encounter a downed line, leave the area 
immediately and call 911. Avoid driving over downed lines. 

 �  Never place ladders, poles or other items near power lines.

 � Don’t fly kites or drones near power lines, substations or electrical equipment. 

 � Teach children not to put their fingers in electrical outlets. 

 � Keep appliances and cords away from children. 

Local Students Selected to Represent 
Union Power on 2019 Youth Tour 
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Three Easy DIY Projects to Save Energy
Now that spring is just around the corner, it’s the perfect time to tackle a few DIY efficiency projects 
for your home. The good news: You don’t have to be an energy expert to do this!

There are several easy ways to save 
energy, but if you’re willing to take 
a hands-on approach, here are three 
projects you can do now to start saving.

Make the Most of Your Water 
Heater.

Let’s start with one of the easiest 
projects: insulating your water heater. 
Insulating a water heater that’s warm 
to the touch can save 7 to 16 percent 
annually on your water heating bills. 
It should also be noted that if your 
water heater is new, it is likely already 
insulated. But if your water heater is 
warm to the touch, it needs additional 
insulation.

You can purchase a pre-cut jacket or 
blanket for about $20. You’ll also need 
two people for this project. Before 
you start, turn off the water heater. 
Wrap the blanket around the water 
heater and tape it to temporarily keep 
it in place. If necessary, use a marker 
to note the areas where the controls 
are so you can cut them out. Once the 
blanket is positioned correctly tape it 
permanently in place, then turn the 

water heater back on. If you have an 
electric water heater, do not set the 
thermostat above 130 degrees, which 
can cause overheating. 

Seal Air Leaks with Caulk.
Applying caulk around windows, 

doors, electrical wiring, and plumbing 
can save energy and money. There 
are many different types of caulking 
compounds available, but the most 
popular choice is silicone. Silicone 
caulk is waterproof, flexible, and won’t 
shrink or crack. 

Before applying new caulk, clean 
and remove any old caulk or paint with 
a putty knife, screwdriver, brush or 
solvent. The area should be dry before 
you apply the new caulk. 

Apply the caulk in one continuous 
stream, and make sure it sticks to both 
sides of the crack or seam. Use a putty 
knife to smooth out the caulk, then 
wipe the surface with a dry cloth. 

Weather Strip Exterior Doors.
One of the best ways to seal air 

leaks is to weather-strip exterior doors, 
which can keep out drafts and help 

you control energy costs. Weather-
stripping materials vary, but you can 
ask your local hardware or home store 
for assistance if you’re unsure about 
the supplies you need. 

When choosing weather-stripping 
materials, make sure it can withstand 
temperature changes, friction, and the 
general “wear and tear” for the location 
of the door. Keep in mind you will need 
separate materials for the door sweep 
(at the bottom of the door) and the 
top and sides. 

Before applying the new weather-
stripping, clean the molding with 
water and soap, then let the area dry 
completely. Measure each side of the 
door, then cut the weather-stripping 
to fit each section. Make sure the 
weather-stripping fits snugly against 
both surfaces so it compresses when 
the door is closed. 

By completing these simple 
efficiency projects, you can save energy 
(and money!) while increasing the 
comfort level of your home. And you 
can impress your family and friends 
with your savvy energy-saving skills.
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The Cooperative Review newsletter is 
published monthly for the members and 
friends of Union Power Cooperative. 
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Right-of-way Clearing
During the next month, you may see our tree-trimming crews in your neighborhood: ABC Professional Tree Service and 
Lewis Tree Service.

Cabarrus County: Abernathy Pl, Asbury Rd, Backwoods Pond Ln, Benhill Dr, Biltmore Dr, Bullfrog Pl, Burlwood Rd, Cherrysford 
Ct, Edgar Ct, Grady Harris Sr Rd, Green Park Ct, Hickory Ridge Rd, Julia Ct, Lower Rocky River Rd, Lucas Ct, Mattons Grove 
Church Rd, McMillian Dr, NC-US Hwy 52, Robinson Church Rd, Rocky Ridge Ln, Rocky River Rd, Short Cut Rd, Stack Rd

Rowan County: NC-US Hwy 52

Stanly County: Collie Rd, Mattons Grove Church Rd, NC-US Hwy 49

Union County:  Alexis Dr, Aspen Ln, Beverly Dr, Brown Ln, Carol Ave, Castlemaine Dr, Deepwood Pl, Duncan Rd, E Unionville 
Indian Trail Rd, First Ave, George Guin Rd, Goldcrest Dr, Greentree Ln, Hartis Rd, Hawthorne Dr, Hemlock Dr, Hillcrest 
Church Rd, Indian Trail Fairview Rd, Kennedy Dr, Knollwood Rd, Lakeland Dr, Lawyers Rd, Leicester Dr, Linconln Ct, Mill 
Grove Rd, N Rocky River Rd, Oak Forest Circle, Oakwood Dr, Paula Ln, Pecan Dr, Plyler Rd, Poplin Rd, Price Rd, Redwood 
Dr, Reid Rd, Ridge Rd, Roanoke Church Rd, Rock Hill Church Rd, Rose Dr, Second Ave, Shaftwood Dr, Shanelle Ln, Third 
Ave, Three Wood Dr, Tyson Rd, Union Rd, Unionville Indian Trail Rd, W Unionville Indian Trail Rd, Wampum Dr, West C J 
Thomas Rd, West C J Thomas Rd, Westminster Ln, Wikiup Dr, Woodhaven Ln, Younts Rd

For more information about Union Power’s vegetation management program or tree trimming practices, please call 704-289-3145 
and speak with Wil Ortiz (ext. 3323) or Carrie Lorenz-Efird (ext. 3291). Visit union-power.com for monthly right-of-way clearing 
updates.


