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Is Your Home Ready for the New Year? 

E
ach year millions of Americans make New Year’s 
resolutions that are forgotten before the end of the 
year. As you plan to work towards your goals and 

tackle those resolutions, don’t overlook the opportunity 
to save energy and money. That’s right, make a resolution 
to reduce your utility bill! As your trusted energy partner, 
Union Power is committed to helping you stick to your 
resolution. 

Try some of these tips to save this winter:

Take Advantage of Heat from the Sun

 � Open curtains/blinds on your south-facing windows 
during the day to allow sunlight to naturally heat your 
home, and close them at night to reduce the chill you 
may feel from cold windows.

Cover Drafty Windows

 � Install tight-fitting, insulating drapes or shades on 
windows that feel drafty after weatherizing.

Adjust the Temperature

 � When you are home and awake, set your thermostat as 
low as is comfortable. Put extra layers of clothes on if 
you’re cold.

 � When you are asleep or out of the house, turn your 
thermostat back 2 to 3 degrees for eight hours 
and save your heating and cooling use. A smart or 
programmable thermostat can make it easy to set 
back your temperature. Remember when raising the 
thermostat, only increase it by 1-2 degrees at a time so 
the emergency heat strips won’t come on.

Maintain Your Heating Systems

 � Schedule service for your heating system before harsh 
weather.

 � Replace your furnace or heat pump filter once a month 
or as needed for efficient performance. 

Remember, these are easy steps you can take now to 
improve the energy efficiency of your home. To learn 
about additional ways to save, contact one of our energy 
specialists at 704-289-3145.

Our offices will be closed 
on Monday, January 21, in 
observance of the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. holiday.

Our offices will be closed on Tuesday, January 1.  



B  JANUARY 2019  Union Power Cooperative

Grants Energize Learning  
in Local Classrooms
Union Power recently awarded 19 grants totaling more than $21,000 
to local teachers to fund innovative classroom projects that will 
benefit nearly 9,000 students at schools in Union, Stanly, Cabarrus, 
Mecklenburg, and Rowan counties. Our prize patrol team made the 
rounds this fall surprising grant recipients with the news that their 
proposals were selected for funding, and the reactions from the 
teachers were priceless.

 “Every year, Bright Ideas grants 
help bring creative learning to 
life in classrooms throughout our 
community,” said Carrie Stroud, 
vice president of communications 
and marketing of Union Power. 
“We’re pleased to provide funding for 
innovative projects that support the 
ingenuity of our educators and engage 
our students in new ways.”

Since the Bright Ideas grant 
program began in 1994, Union Power 
has contributed nearly $400,000 to 
local educators, and more than  
$11.5 million has been awarded 
by North Carolina’s 26 electric 
cooperatives to Tar Heel teachers 
statewide. 

Bright Ideas grant applications 
can be submitted each year from 
April through September, and grant 
winners are selected by a panel 
of judges through a competitive 
evaluation process. 

Kenan Fellowship: 
Great Opportunity  
for Teachers

Union Power Cooperative and 
the Kenan Fellows Program are 
partnering together to provide an 
exciting professional development 
opportunity for a teacher in our 
service area.  

What is Kenan Fellows 
Program?
The Kenan Fellows Program 
connects outstanding educators 
with mentors in industry and 
business settings, creating 
opportunities to build meaningful 
relationships and help students 
understand how STEM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering and Math) 
concepts apply in the real world. 

Timeframe
The teacher selected for the Kenan 
Fellowship will spend 3-4 weeks 
on-site in a summer internship with 
the Cooperative. The full Fellowship 
lasts one year and includes 80 hours 
of leadership-building professional 
development and a final project 
implemented during the school year. 

There is still time to apply 
for the Kenan Fellowship. The 
deadline is January 21.  Visit 
union-power.com/kenan-fellows to 
find a program overview, timeline, 
and application. 

For more information about the 
Bright Ideas grant program, visit 
union-power.com/brightideas or 
ncbrightideas.com. 

Bright Ideas recipient Amy Erb and her Stallings Elementary school class pose  
with the Bright Ideas prize patrol team.

Union Power’s Communications Assistant 
Kathy Williams awards Teacher Janna 
Tolleson of Wingate Elementary with a 
Bright Ideas grant.
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2018-2019 Bright Idea Winners

Teacher Name School Grant Name Amount Awarded
Crista Lewis Jay M. Robinson High Wild Readers $1,060

Megan Charlton Patriots STEM Elementary Pollution Filtration: A Floating Island PBL $511

Megan Charlton Patriots STEM Elementary To Infinity & Beyond! $200

Ragin Kenny Patriots STEM Elementary Your Light Shines for Us $500

Kate Highsmith Weddington Hills Elementary Where the Wild Things Grow $1,000

Cheryl Streeter Olde Providence Elementary Let's Celebrate Diversity $1,894

Laura Thrash White Water Middle School Penguin Dwellings $903

Angela DeMarco Millbridge Elementary Macro Learning Opportunity with Microscopes $1,913

Mark Rockwell Millbridge Elementary Monster Truck Technology $1,926

Jared Speight North Stanly High School The droids you're looking for $855

Cynthia Wells West Stanly Middle School Unlocking Critical Thinking Using Lock Boxes $1,875

Maegan Sloan Fairview Elementary Music & Science: a Duet for Young Learners $270

Krystle Herrin Fairview Elementary Parents as Partners $1,570

Tiffany Medford Piedmont High School Jewelers Inspiring Joy for Tomorrow $1,694

Annette Harris Piedmont High School Living Spaces--Happy Faces $1,000

Amy Erb Stallings Elementary 3-D Printing in 3(r)D Grade $1,426

Eddie Mull Sun Valley High Imagine- Design- Create $300

Mona Diggs Union Elementary Coding with Ozobots $1,279

Janna Tolleson Wingate Elementary Building a Community of Readers $880

Since the Bright Ideas 
grant program began 
in 1994, Union Power 
has contributed nearly 
$400,000 to local 
educators, and more 
than $11.5 million has 
been awarded by North 
Carolina’s 26 electric 
cooperatives to Tar Heel 
teachers statewide. Union Power’s Communications Specialist Ilissa Cunningham surprises Teacher Cheryl Streeter 

of Olde Providence Elementary School with a $1894 check for project.



D  JANUARY 2019  Union Power Cooperative

Need Help Paying for College?
Don’t let paying for college stop you from going to college. Union Power Cooperative is looking for 
10 amazing students to award each a $1,000 college scholarship. Students are chosen from our 
five-county service area, which is made up of Union, Stanly, Cabarrus, Mecklenburg, and Rowan 
counties. Applications are accepted now through March 22. 

1. Scholarships are awarded for North Carolina- 
accredited colleges and/or universities. 

2. All applicants must be a child of a Union Power 
Cooperative member or live in a home served by Union 
Power Cooperative and must be a high school senior in 
the current graduating class. 

3. Criteria for awarding the scholarship to an individual 
is based on 40% need; 30% scholastic achievement; 
and 30% extracurricular activities in school, civic, and 
community functions. 

4. Children of Union Power employees and its subsidiary, 
Union Services, are not eligible to apply. Visit us at union-power.com/collegescholarships, for more 

information and to apply. 

Calling Young Basketball Fans: 
Summer Camp Scholarships Available for Middle School Students 
Middle schoolers, if you love basketball and want to gain experience training alongside real college 
basketball players and coaches, we have great news for you!

Union Power is now accepting applications 
for full scholarships to renowned basketball 
camps at two North Carolina universities 
this summer. Young men can apply for a 
scholarship to attend the Roy Williams 
Basketball Camp at the University of North 
Carolina at Chapel Hill, and young women 
can apply for a spot at the Wolfpack Women’s 
Basketball Camp held at North Carolina State 
University in Raleigh. 

To apply, you must be a rising sixth, 
seventh or eighth grade student within 
Union Power’s five-county service territory. 
Applicants will be judged on their academics, 
extracurricular activities, and essay. The 
application period begins on January 1 and 
applications must be postmarked by March 31. 

To learn more or to download an application,                                        
visit union-power.com/sportscampscholarships.
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Attaching signs to  
utility poles presents 
safety hazards
Posting items on utility poles may 
seem like an easy and harmless 
way to share news with passersby; 
however, it presents a safety 
hazard. Staples, nails and tacks used 
to hang signs, as well as the signs 
themselves, pose dangers to your 
electric cooperative’s lineworkers 
who must climb poles when either 
restoring power following storms 
or while performing routine 
maintenance to ensure system 
reliability.

Your electric cooperative appreciates 
your help in keeping utility poles 
clear and lineworkers safe.
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Union Power was happy to help out the first and second grade students and teachers at Prospect Elementary in Union County 
with surge protectors to charge and protect their Chrome Books at school. Manager of Marketing and Energy Services Jake 
Thomas delivered the surge protectors to Prospect Elementary’s Library Media Coordinator Megan Hill.

Powerful Partnerships

A new system will save money each month by using less energy.

     High efficiency Trane Heating & A/C systems use less energy to 
operate. Ready to replace your old system? Request a free in-home 
estimate at: SaveWithUnion.com or call (704) 207-0368.

High efficiency systems save energy.
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Union Power Members Are Eligible  
to Join Cooperative Credit Union
We are pleased to announce a new partnership that allows members of Union Power to join ElecTel 
Cooperative Federal Credit Union. ElecTel offers services including the Energy Efficient Loan Program, 
which enables members to borrow up to $35,000 for home improvements. 

“These loan opportunities are an excellent way for members 
to acquire the resources to be the most efficient with 
their energy consumption,” stated Manager of Marketing 
and Energy Services Jake Thomas. “Members can use this 
funding for projects that could include new electric heat 
pumps, furnaces, air conditioners, water heaters, insulation, 

doors, and windows, to name a few.”
ElecTel exists to serve your financial needs by offering 

a full range of affordable services. Visit union-power.com/
electel-membership to find out more!

Energy Efficiency Tip of the Month:
Is your hot water tank warm to the touch? Consider 
insulating it to save 7 to 16 percent annually on water heating 
cost. Follow the manufacter’s recommendation.

Source: energy.gov

ElecTel exists to serve your financial needs by offering a full range of affordable services.



H  JANUARY 2019  Union Power Cooperative

The Cooperative Review newsletter is 
published monthly for the members and 
friends of Union Power Cooperative. 
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Right-of-way Clearing
During the next month, you may see our tree-trimming crews in your neighborhood: Lewis Tree Service.

Union County: Arant Rd, Belk Mill Rd, Bud Plyler Rd, Canal Rd, Cheraw Rd, Clontz Taylor Rd, Crow Rd, Double 
Oaks Dr, Dudley Rd, Edd Rorie Rd, Ervin Thomas Rd, Eubanks Rd, Griffith Rd, Harguette Rd, Jack Davis Rd, 
Janes Ln, Kelly Autry Rd, Landsford Rd, Laney Rogers Rd, Maple Knoll Dr, Medlin Rd, Old Pageland Marshville 
Rd, Old Pageland Monroe Rd, Page Mar Rd, Pageland Hwy, Philadelphia Ch Rd, Reid Circle, Riggins Rd, S Rocky 
River Rd, Smith Town Rd, Stack Rd, Stateline Rd, Vann Sneed Rd, Wallace Branch Rd, Walters Mill Rd, Walters Rd

For more information about Union Power’s vegetation management program or tree trimming practices, please call  
704-289-3145 and speak with Wil Ortiz (ext. 3323) or Carrie Lorenz-Efird (ext. 3291). Visit union-power.com for monthly  
right-of-way clearing updates.


